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WASHINGTON, D.C.-On February 2, 2005, Congressman Allen Boyd (D-North Florida) introduced the Secure Rural Schools and Community Self Determination Act of 2005 (HR 417) to reauthorize the successful "county payments" law for an additional 7 years.  This legislation provides a stable source of revenue in counties with federally-owned forests, such as the Apalachicola and Osceola National Forests, to be used for education, roads and county services in rural areas.

"The Secure Rural Schools and Community Self Determination Act has been a tremendous success and has provided important support to our rural communities," said Congressman Boyd.  "Leon, Wakulla, Liberty and Franklin Counties can continue to benefit from this law as it helps to improve our schools and roads.  The security and independence provided by this law for the last 5 years should be extended into the future for the sake of our rural residents."

Between 1891 and 1905, 153 million acres of forestlands were set aside in Forest Reserves and removed from future settlement and economic development.  Many counties within or adjacent to the new reserves were significantly impacted by the loss of economic growth and diminished tax base to support essential community infrastructure such as roads and schools.  

In 1908, Congress passed a bill that created a revenue sharing mechanism to compensate for the effects of removing the forestlands from economic development in the affected counties, such as Leon, Wakulla, Liberty and Franklin.  The 1908 Act specified that 25 percent of all revenues generated from the multiple-use management of the National Forests would be shared with the counties to support public roads and public schools.  Unfortunately, due to the decline in timber sales in the mid-1990s, the revenues shared with rural counties throughout the country declined sharply, hurting school and transportation funding.  

In 2000, Congressman Boyd introduced legislation to remedy this imbalance, establishing a six-year payment formula for counties that receive revenue-sharing payments for Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management lands.  This formula created a safety net for rural areas that were previously dependent on timber sales.  To date, more than 4,400 rural schools and 700 counties nationwide have benefited from the county payments law.  The Secure Rural Schools and Community Self Determination Act of 2005 would reauthorize the law until 2013.
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